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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/12/2005 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 19-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 5-7, 10, 13-15, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by LeMole et al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,009,410 and LeMole hereinafter). 
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Regarding claims 5, 7, and 10, LeMole discloses an apparatus set beween a 
server and a client for distributing contents to the client (i.e., the HTTP server and CAR 
server work as an intermediary between the client and the advertising sites, Col. 4, lines 
10-34), comprising: 

an apparatus for collecting contents access situation information from the client, 
and an apparatus for analyzing contents access trends based on the contents access 
situation information (Col., 5, lines 23-51); 

an apparatus for transmitting the contents access trends to a server which 
predicts contents expected to be in demand in the future based on the contents access 
trends and transmits the contents (Col. 5, lines 1-22); and 

an apparatus for receiving the contents expected to be in demand in the future 
from the server in advance before an access request is received from the client, and 
apparatus for storing the received content (i.e., CAR server dynamically configures a 
customized advertising page for the user which is stored in database 1 12 in form of an 
electronic profile for each registered user. Such a profile indicates subject areas of 
interest of each user and a user's demographic data from which information a plurality 
of images, banners, video clips, sound clips, etc. from different advertisers are 
combined by CAR server 1 1 1 into an aggregated advertising page or pages with 
hyperlinks to the advertising sites of each of the combined advertisers. Such a profile of 
interests and demographic data is provided by the user on-line when the user registers 
to have access to the customized advertising repository service - registeration is done 
before any access request is made)(Col. 4, lines 36-59); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/942,606 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2131 

an apparatus for transmitting the contents to the client in accordance with the 
request when received from the client (Col. 6, lines 46-67 and Col. 7, lines 1-5). 

Regarding claims 6 and 15, LeMole discloses an apparatus for distributing 
contents to a client, comprising: 

an apparatus for transmitting the contents access situation information to the 
server which transmits a list of the contents predicted, an apparatus for receiving the list 
of the contents from the server, and an apparatus for acquiring the contents based on 
the list of the contents (i.e., by providing information relating to the Web sites visited by 
the user during the work context mode prior to entering the commercial context mode, 
at least some of the composite images, video and audio clips, and etc. in the 
dynamically configured advertising page presented to the user upon entering the 
commercial mode can be associated with advertisers which have a nexus with the 
user(s) previously visited Web site(s))(Col. 5, lines 1-67 and Col. 6, lines 1-20). 

Regarding claims 14 and 18, LeMole discloses wherein this apparatus distributes 
the contents to the client only when distribution of the contents to the client is permitted 
(Col. 4, lines 1-67 and Col. 5, lines 1-67 and Col. 6, lines 1-45). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

LeMole et al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,009,410 and LeMole hereinafter), in view of Alegre et 

al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,199,113 and Alegre hereinafter). 

Regarding claim 8, LeMole discloses an apparatus set between a server and a 
client for distributing contents to the client (i.e., the HTTP server and CAR server work 
as an intermediary between the client and the advertising sites, Col. 4, lines 10-34), 
comprising: 

an apparatus for collecting contents access situation information from the client, 
and an apparatus for analyzing contents access trends based on the contents access 
situation information (Col., 5, lines 23-51); 

an apparatus for transmitting the contents access trends to a server which 
predicts contents expected to be in demand in the future based on the contents access 
trends and transmits the contents (Col. 5, lines 1-22); and 

an apparatus for receiving the contents expected to be in demand in the future 
from the server in advance before an access request is received from the client, and 
apparatus for storing the received content (i.e., CAR server dynamically configures a 
customized advertising page for the user which is stored in database 1 12 in form of an 
electronic profile for each registered user. Such a profile indicates subject areas of 
interest of each user and a user's demographic data from which information a plurality 
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of images, banners, video clips, sound clips, etc. from different advertisers are 
combined by CAR server 1 1 1 into an aggregated advertising page or pages with 
hyperlinks to the advertising sites of each of the combined advertisers. Such a profile 
of interests and demographic data is provided by the user on-line when the user 
registers to have access to the customized advertising repository service - registeration 
is done before any access request is made)(Col. 4, lines 36-59); and 

an apparatus for storing a database for recording information for distinguishing a 
client and recording permission information concerning distribution of contents to the 
client (i.e., CAR server 111), and a database for recording information for distinguishing 
a client and recording permission information concerning distribution of contents to the 
client (i.e., database 1 12) , a database access apparatus (Col. 4, lines 4-35); 

an authentication apparatus for authenticating the client and acquiring the 
information for distinguishing the client (i.e., HTTP server 110) (Col. 4, lines 4-35); 

an apparatus for receiving the permission information concerning distribution of 
contents to the client from a server which manages distribution permission information, 
an apparatus for requesting acquisition of permission to distribute the contents from the 
server to the client (i.e., HTTP server 110 recognizes the user either through the input of 
an ID by the user or through a cookie previously provided to the user's browser by 
server 110 in a previous interaction)(Col. 4, lines 4-59); and 

an apparatus for transmitting the contents to the client in accordance with the 
request when received from the client (i.e., registeration takes place before the user 
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may access a full Web page by clicking on an ad in the composite page)(Col. 7, lines 5- 
35), wherein: 

the client distinguishing information is acquired by the authentication apparatus 
when contents distribution request is received from the client (Col. 4, lines 4-34). 

LeMole does not expressly disclose permission information concerning 
distribution of contents to the clients. 

However, Alegre discloses wherein the distribution permission information of the 
contents (i.e., user access profile) is checked for the client distinguishing information by 
the database access apparatus (Col. 5, lines 20-47), the contents are distributed to the 
client when the distribution is permitted (Col. 7, lines 1-18), 

a request is made to acquire permission to distribute the contents from the server 
to the client by the apparatus for requesting acquisition of permission when the 
distribution is not permitted (Col. 5, lines 59-67 and Col., 6, lines 1-5), and 

the permission information concerning distribution of contents to the client is 
written by the database access apparatus onto the database for recording permission 
information, and the contents are distributed to the client when the apparatus for 
receiving the permission information (i.e., user access profile) receives permission to 
distribute the contents to the client from the server (Col. 4, lines 24-67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify LeMole's method and system of customized 
advertising by including permission information concerning distribution of contents to 
the clients as disclosed by Alegre. This modification would have been obvious because 
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one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated by the suggestion of Alegre 
to provide a higher level of security for trusted network in order to allow access by 
users on the Internet in a controlled and secured manner (Alegre, Col. 2, lines 24-35). 

Regarding claim 9, LeMole discloses distributing contents to the previously 
registered (i.e., authorized) user based on her surfing habits or interests (Col., 5, lines 
23-51). 

LeMole does not expressly disclose permission information concerning 
distribution of contents to the clients. 

However, Alegre discloses when distribution of the contents to the client is not 
permitted, the apparatus for receiving the permission information receives the 
distribution permission, and the database access apparatus writes the permission 
information onto the permission information concerning the distribution of the contents 
in the database (Col. 4, lines 24-67). 

LeMole does not expressly disclose an encryption key to encrypt and/or decrypt 
the content for distribution. 

However, Alegre discloses wherein: the contents are encrypted and an entry 
which registers the decryption key of the contents exists in the database, and the server 
manages the decryption key, the apparatus further comprises: an apparatus for 
requesting the decryption key from the server; an apparatus for receiving the decryption 
key from the server which manages the decryption key (Col. 4, lines 8-67 and Col. 5, 
lines 1-20); and 
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an apparatus for distributing the decryption key to the client, 
wherein: when distribution of the contents to the client is permitted and the 
decryption key is registered in the database, the decryption key is distributed to the 
client by the apparatus for distributing the decryption key (Col. 6, lines 23-50), 

when distribution of the contents to the client is permitted and the decryption key 
is not registered in the database, the decryption key is requested from the server by the 
apparatus for requesting the decryption key, received by the apparatus for receiving the 
decryption key, registered in the database by the database access apparatus, and 
distributed to the client by the apparatus for distributing the decryption key (Col. 6, lines 
50-67), and 

the decryption key is requested from the server by the apparatus for requesting 
the decryption key, received from the server by the apparatus for receiving the 
decryption key, and distributed to the client by the apparatus for distributing the 
decryption key (Col. 6, lines 23-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify LeMole's method and system of customized 
advertising by including permission information concerning distribution of contents to 
the clients and an encryption key to encrypt and/or decrypt the content for distribution 
as disclosed by Alegre. This modification would have been obvious because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated by the suggestion of Alegre to 
provide a higher level of security for trusted network in order to allow access by users 
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on the Internet in a controlled and secured manner (Alegre, Col. 2, lines 24-35) and to 
prevent an intruder from monitoring communications (Alegre, Col. 1, lines 13-55). 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over LeMole 
et al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,009,410 and LeMole hereinafter), in view of Dragulev et al., 
(U.S. Publication No. 2001/0037407 and Dragulev hereinafter). 

Teachings of LeMole with respect to claim 5 have been discussed previously. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , LeMole does not expressly disclose an apparatus for 
determining a deletion timing of the contents acquired using the contents access 
situation information. 

However, Dragulev discloses an apparatus for determining a deletion timing of 
the contents acquired using the contents access situation information (Pages 5-6, Par. 
0099-0100). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify LeMole's method and system of customized 
advertising by including an apparatus for determining a deletion timing of the contents 
acquired using the contents access situation information as disclosed by Dragulev. 
This modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated by the suggestion of Dragulev to enable the users to use 
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any network enabled information device with their personalized configuration 
parameters and application settings (Dragulev, Page 2-3, Par. 0032). 

Claims 13 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over LeMole et al., (U.S. Patent No. 6,009,410 and LeMole hereinafter), in view of Miller 
et al., (U.S. Patent No. 5,920,701 and Miller hereinafter). 

Teachings of LeMole with respect to claims 5 and 7 have been discussed 
previously. 

Regarding claims 13 and 17, LeMole does not expressly disclose receiving the 
contents from the server in a time zone when there is sufficient network bandwidth. 

However, Miller discloses receiving the contents from the server in a time zone 
when there is sufficient network bandwidth (Col. 7, lines 49-67 and Col. 8, lines 1-17). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention to modify LeMole's method and system of customized 
advertising by including receiving the contents from the server in a time zone when 
there is sufficient network bandwidth as disclosed by Miller. This modification would 
have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
by the suggestion of Miller to coordinate the transfer of data to replicated sites from 
multiple content sources such that network resources are optimally utilized (Miller, Col. 
1, lines 50-55). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arezoo Sherkat whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3796. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




'AYAZ SHEIKH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




Arezoo Sherkat 
Patent Examiner 
Group 21 31 
Nov. 9, 2005 



